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Town of Ontario 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Minutes 

August 7, 2019 

 

Present: Zoning Board Members – Chairman Jason Ruffell, Everett Taylor, John Bouchard, Dom Paz, Kim Tennity; 

Richard Williams – Town Attorney; Beth Hart – Zoning Clerk; and 17 members of the public.  

 

Chairman Ruffell called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Bouchard seconded, to approve the minutes from July 10, 2019 

meeting as presented. 

Jason Ruffell  Aye  

Everett Taylor  Aye 

John Bouchard  Aye 

Dom Paz  Aye 

Kim Tennity  Aye 

Vote 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. MOTION CARRIED  

 

Chairman Ruffell welcomed Kim Tennity to the Zoning Board. 

 

211 Lake Rd – Use Variance  

The application of Kirsten Smith requesting approval of a Use Variance to turn a single-family residence into a small 

event center. The property is owned by Delaney Family Trust and zoned R2. 

Kirsten Smith explained she came before the Code Enforcement Officer to describe her concept to open the home up for 

small intimate meetings, weddings and off-site business meetings. The Code Enforcement Officer could only find 

“commercial event center” but this did not fit her plan/application. Ms. Smith doesn’t want to disturb the character of the 

neighborhood and would keep the trees as buffer. The house is a beautiful old house with a lot of character both in and 

around the property. Traffic should not be an issue, as this will only be on the weekend. Portable toilets will be placed on 

the property for the events. 

Dom Paz asked about how the house was marketed for sale and priced accordingly. Mr. Paz was also concerned with the 

flow of traffic entering and exiting the property off Lake Rd. 

Drew Smith explained the house has been on the market for almost a year and the price has been lowered twice. They 

have only had one offer due to the fact of the property having no sewer, natural gas and flooding along the lakeshore. 

Gerber Homes was contacted to see if they were interested in the excess land but even, they turned it down. 

Kirsten Smith stated that this property has a private driveway where many cars can park around the circle by the house 

and along the driveway. 

Chairman Ruffell asked for public comment.  

John Radzik, resident, asked who will be responsible if the application goes through but she exceeds the conditions of her 

approval. 

Richard Williams, Town Attorney, the approval would stay with the property, not the owner, and the Code Enforcement 

Officer would enforce the Zoning Boards decision. 
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Tom Rodriguez, resident, has an issued with the traffic with the speed being 55mph on Lake Rd. 

Karen Karl, resident, is against the variance change and feels the noise carries over the water and neighborhood. 

Diana Clarkson, daughter of Arlene Clarkson (resident), asked what recourse they would have if a violation occurred. 

Heidi Dodds, resident, read and submitted a letter for the zoning board to consider.  

Nancy Radzik, resident, we all have parties but not every weekend and is against the variance. 

Carol Trout, resident, stated zoning is set to protect values and not change the character of the neighborhood. 

Kirsten Smith explained she wanted to keep the property but due to the opposition of the neighbors she is withdrawing her 

application. 

The public hearing was closed. 

Chairman Ruffell acknowledged the application being withdrawn from the board. 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Ruffell and seconded by Mr. Paz to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 

pm. 

Jason Ruffell  Aye  

Everett Taylor  Aye 

John Bouchard  Aye 

Dom Paz  Aye 

Kim Tennity  Aye 

Vote 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. MOTION CARRIED 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

______________________________________ 

 Beth Hart Secretary, Zoning Board of Appeals 


